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Introduction:

This is the start of a very in-depth look at the
biblical meaning of marriage. Through this
multi-part lesson called “Life Sentence”, we see
that Jesus commands us to have life and have it
in abundance. This means when you find a
relationship that might turn into marriage,
there are some do’s and don’ts of first finding a
special person and then keeping it holy. This
lesson shows definitely one of the things not to
do. We use the Darkwing Duck episode Night
Of The Living Spud to portray one of the major
flaws in human courtship—trying to force a
relationship that doesn’t have a chance.

Scriptures Used Include: Genesis 2: 7-8; 18-24



|) Opening Prayer

II) Opening Discussion And Analysis: Today, we
are discussing relationships; especially the ones
that most likely turn into marriages. What, in
your opinion, is a marriage?

According to the Merriam-Webster's Dictionary
of Law, marriage is defined as:

1) The state of being united to a person of the
opposite sex as husband or wife in a legal,
consensual, and contractual relationship
recoghized and sanctioned by and dissolvable
only by law

II) The ceremony containing certain legal
formalities by which a marriage relationship is
created



In other words, in a marriage relationship, you
would be entering into a formal contract of a
relationship. It is much more than a contract
however, because there is a bunch of things
that will test even the strongest of these
relationships.

The one thing | can say about marriage though
is that you don’t want to be like this cartoon
character we are going to look at right now.

I1l) Cartoon Clip: Night Of The Living Spud
(Teacher Marker 1:48—5:03)

IVV) Analysis And Discussion:

From the beginning of time, God had other
ideas besides us growing our life partner.

The Bible States In Genesis 2: 7-8; 18-24



€27 the LORD God formed the man from the
dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living
being.

28 Now the LORD God had planted a garden
In the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he
had formed.

€218 The LORD God said, “It is not good for
the man to be aone. | will make a helper
suitable for him.”

€219 Now the LORD God had formed out of
the ground all the beasts of the field and all the
birds of the air. He brought them to the man to
see what he would name them; and whatever the
man called each living creature, that was its
name.



€220 3o the man gave namesto al the
livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts
of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper
was found.

221 50 the LORD God caused the man to fall
Into a deep deep; and while he was sleeping, he
took one of the man’ s ribs and closed up the
place with flesh.

©€2:22 Then the LORD God made awoman from
the rib he had taken out of the man, and he
brought her to the man.

€223 The man said, “ Thisis now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

Ge2:24 Eor this reason aman will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh.



God married Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden. Thiswasthefirst marriage. They
became one flesh as the Bible says.

The problem with our villain isthat he was
trying to play god. Being the mad scientist that
he is, he wants to make things that only God can
make. Only God makes male and female and
the animals and nature and no one else. When
we try to mess with thiswe are in violation of
God’ s way.

Sure, we are mostly alonely people. Thisisa
hole in our life that only God can fill. If you
look at this closealy, God intended this hole to be
there so that we would look to Him, so Hefills
In that hole with someone special.

Marriage is aformal relationship between a man
and awoman with avery strict, but awesome
promise.



When a marriage happens, the couple is asked
formally in front of God, friends, and family if
they will love each other no matter what, to
have and to hold each other, to cherish one
another. Thisincludesin sickness and in health,
for richer and for poorer, for better and for
worse. Thisformal promise or vow isfor the
life of the couple—'til death do them part.

Thisis no easy task since in the here and now
most marriages don’t go well intheend. We
will talk more about that in later lessons. When
amarriage happens, it isabig physica and
spiritual deal. Marriage should not be taken
lightly as alot of people do nowadays.



If you are thinking about marrying that special
someone or you haven't found that special
someone, start praying for God’ s way to come
to pass. I'm married now, but before | married
Bonnie, | prayed alot for my life partner to
come and love me through this ministry, | asked
God to give me apure girl, that would fall in
love while a student, | asked for her to be godly
and | asked that we would work together in this
ministry. God gave me Bonnie. We are a
wonderful match and this will continue through
our lives. A marriage will be a huge milestone
for anyone although quite common. Marriage is
God’ s way in relationships when more intimate
closeness and lifeis desired. Although, once
this choice is made in its formal way, it cannot
be undone except with very few godly options.
This has to be taken into account before the
vows and the life that follows afterward.



Although we cannot make our mate like our
villain attempted to do, | believe God has that
gpecial someone in store for anyone that will
pray in faith and is God’ s will to marry
someone.

V) Closing Prayer



